Gender Connection
Gender Focused Intervention Gender Outcomes Female participation or voice in community, decision making over family formation
IE Design Normal Matching Intervention
The National Solidarity Program focuses on building representative institutions for village governance and on delivering services and infrastructure to Afghanistan's rural population. There are two major interventions at the village level 1) the creation of Community Development Councils and 2) the disbursement of block grants to support project implementation. 
Sample population
The sample comprises 500 villages spanning 10 rural districts that are broadly representative of Afghanistan's diversity. In each district 50 villages were selected in the study, 25 of which were selected as treatment villages using a matched-pair randomization procedure. The analysis utilized three questionnaires which covered 13,899 male and female villagers and village leaders across the 500 sample villages.
Comparison conditions Each treatment village was matched, based on background characteristics, with a control village that did not received the intervention. 
Results
The program increases female participation in village governance, community life and production activities while also increasing the support for female participation in village decision-making. The measure of female local governance is .87 standard deviations higher in treated communities. However, there are no effects on intra-family decision-making or attitudes towards the role of women in society. Women who own land are more likely to participate in decision making.
Primary study limitations
Funding Source The Food and Agriculture Organization, the World Bank, and the National Solidarity Programme
